Thomas Forrest Cotton, Consulting Physician to the National Heart Hospital, died in St. Thomas After the war, Cotton rejoined Lewis at University College Hospital as a part-time worker for the Medical Research Council, co-operating in the investigation of flutter and fibrillation. He set up in private practice as a consultant cardiologist, and his status as Lewis's assistant, together with his free and easy way with patients, ensured rapid success. He gained a reputation for giving a good prognosis in the sense that, however gloomy the situation, he usually succeeded in bringing a more cheerful atmosphere into the sick-room and in giving some encouragement to the patient. In 1924 he was appointed physician to out-patients at the National Heart Hospital, and from that time his interests switched to purely clinical work.
Cotton's special experience of heart disorders in soldiers led to his appointment as consultant cardiologist to the Ministry of Pensions and to Queen Alexandra's Military Hospital, Milibank. The Cardiac Club was initiated by -the regional consultants of the Ministry of Pensions, and Cotton was a founder member of the Club, formed in 1922, and later a most regular attender at meetings of the Cardiac Society. He was a keen member of the Osler Club and arranged that the Royal College of Physicians should receive, in due course, a substantial sum ofmoney in return for which the diningroom has been named the Osler Room, Osler's portrait has been hung there, and eventually an annual Osler Oration will be arranged, and a plaque commemorating Thomas Cotton will be placed in the Osler Room.
Joining Lewis in his early days at University College Hospital, Cotton encountered many of the pioneers in cardiology, and his genial personality gained him many friends all over the world, so that he seemed to know everyone. He was a man of the world with wide social contacts; always well informed on current affairs, he invariably had something interesting to say. Not only was he a good raconteur, but also a good listener with a genuine and lively interest in the doings of his fellow men, whether colleagues or patients. 
